Modification to the Sprotte spinal needle.
The large lateral hole of the Sprotte needle is claimed to aid cerebrospinal fluid efflux during the performance of spinal anaesthesia. Using theoretical calculations and practical measurement we have shown that reducing the area of the lateral hole to that of the cross sectional area of the needle does not affect the flow rate. We suggest this modified Sprotte needle is an improved design which has the potential advantages of reducing the incidence of inadequate spinal anaesthesia and strengthening the needle tip.